A VANISHING INDUSTRY ,
(From a 1923 clipping in Miss Maxion Petex-son's"scrh.pbook.-;-Ed.)

. We -hear ‘much’ from the older, residents of Duxbury of ‘the days SLHBIPBU/ILLING
of the shipping period, “When th‘i;ay was filled yv!th' vegaels from: N
nearly every port dn the world.” A A ' R
.Since the days of the 'I’ercentaqary' we have been looking back- ..
ward, let us hope, to gather strength for the future, that the quiet
calm of Duxbury which we all love shall not degenerate {nto the sleep
of indifference, but shall be 'of .the kind that- accomplishes results.
We may yet build without the sound of axe or hammer.. The following
reminisciences written by Capt. John Bradford, thirty years' ago will .
be of interest to ‘the mewer residents of Duxbury as well as to the
numerous descendants of the ‘one-hundred and nine sea-captains whose *
names are given here. - ST .
At the time when the poet nearest the heart of New England was
singing his “songs of labor, the axes and mallota of many a busy ahip.
yard in the little Massachusetts town of Duxbury‘werq beating time
to his measures, as the men who wielded them .acted out the inspiring-
words of “The-Ship Builders', S LR ’ ’
It is only those who swing those . pouderous teols, or who dwelt: * .
within the sound of their cheerful din, that can fully realizo the con- .
trast between that stirring era that, sinca the shipping. industry died
out, have slipped quietly, tluggishly .along, ke the:tide in. Duxbury’s’
sedge checked channels, ° L . R i
We who know our Duxbury well in its present aspect are-pcrhqps
fond,of saying that we love the dear old town just as it is; hore we
may be “far from the maddening erowd,” and close to Nature ‘in sea,
and shore, and forest. The very .thought of bustling, driving tof]
would spoil the charm. ’ : : :
But let some ancient mariner hold us . “with &is glittering oye”
as he tells the tale of those palmy. days when down these grassy
slopes ship after ship was launched: to help “fo wind the sitken chain of
commerce ‘round the world”.- And how can we choose but hear? = . . -
Of the value of the work done in the Duxbury shipyards sufficient - - -
testimony has already bean recorded: To'speak of. the character,of .
the numerous first-clags ships which have been bullt here:'would be . B
to recall the names of the best’ mechanics and skilled’ artisans of the:
whole country, : _ T KL LT )
To speak of the men who command those ships. woild be to méke ¢ ..
honorable mention of intelligent -and, eminent -navigators. who with «
the flag of the Republic at the masthead, .guided their ships_into
nearly every commercial pert of the haditable globe.’ L
These personal reminisciences of ond’ who can claim a modest ‘
place among these shipmasters, and whose memory extends back to

about 1830 or 1832, are prefaced by brief historical notes” gathered - _
mainly from Winsor'se History of "Duxbury, published’ in" 1849 and. - -
Goodwin's “The \Pilgrim Republic” published in 1888, . .

- . Duxbury as'a settlement is almost . as oid as itg. neighbor Plymouth J
for we learn'that some of ithe earliest settlers-of Blymouth soon after s
the “distribution of cattle” in 1627 dound it necessary'to extend. their
pasturage far beyond the sought room ‘on the north’side of the original*
limits, and in 1628 had alrcady harbor ‘within'the borders of what, is

.

connection with the church might not be broken, " -i - .

It inevitably followed however thet more ‘subatantial, bulldings
were built on the northers shore and dn 1687 the ‘hgmlet had so far:
grown with such proprietors as Standish, -lBrewstér,“'Wlnalw, ‘Alden,
‘Howland, Soule, and Sampson as to ‘petition the General Court of the .
Plymouth Colony for incovporation as a new township o ba named -
by Myles Standish Duxbury., - . CiRenS TR
" Reluctantly the conservatives, who dreaded this breaking asander = °

of church ties, granted thn petition, and so the aeparate existence of
the town began. :Its ‘boundaries were not fixed until later at that
time it included much that is now a part of neighboring towns, Win-

slow had a farm at Green Harbor, and it {3 recorded by Goodwin that -
“It was thought that no one would want to live 80°fak from Plymouth . -
permanently.” We also Jearn that Duxbury’ froim .the first attracted' .':-
‘a fine class of residents thropgh the superior fertility of its sodl to -
that of Plymouth. This'app]ied‘.especinlly to the part! dirst settled, ' .
known as “The Ngok.” : . T, . e . e

By degrees the needs of the poople gave rige to new. branches o
industry, but we find qo record of what was the 'len'ding‘buslne's's of !

¢ vessels on the “westerly shore of the Nook at the foot, of .Cétptain's‘ .
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